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Agenda

• Who is ACL?

• How are ACL priorities identified?

• What is ACL currently doing to advance the field of elder 

justice?



Who Are We?

HHS

ACL

AOA

OEJAPS &

OLTCOP



ACL’s Elder Justice Portfolio

237

Legal Services

• Title III-B

• National Center for 
Law & Elder Rights

• Legal Assistance 
Enhancement 
Program

Income 
Security

• National Resource 
Center on Women 
in Retirement

• Pension 
Counseling 
Projects

• National Pension 
Assistance 
Resource Center

LTCOP

• Office of the 
National Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman

• Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman 
Resource Center

• NORS

Elder Abuse

• Title VII

• EJ Innovation 
Grants

• Late Life Domestic 
Violence

• Elder Abuse 
Prevention Grants

• NCEA

• World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day

APS

• State Grants to 
Enhance APS

• Voluntary 
Consensus 
Guidelines for APS

• NAMRS

• APS TARC

• Formula Grants

• National APS 
Training Center



ACL’s Vision for Elder Justice

A comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach 

that effectively supports older adults and adults 

with disabilities so they can exercise their right 

to live where they choose, with the people they 

choose, and fully participate in their 

communities without threat of abuse, neglect, or 

financial exploitation.



How are ACL priorities identified?

Congress

Administration

Agency 
Leadership &Staff

Inter-Agency 
Collaborations

Networking



How are ACL priorities identified?

Decision-
Making 
Process

Drivers

Population 
Characteristics, 

Needs & 
Values

Research & 
Evidence



ACL’s Priorities in Elder Justice

• Strengthening elder justice and elder rights programming and 
policy

• Supporting Adult Protective Services Programs 

• Fostering evidence-based innovation



Fostering Innovation & Filling Knowledge 

Vacuum

• Elder Justice Innovation Grants

• Leveraging Machine Learning and AI

• Translating Evidence-Based Practice 

• Generating New Data and Analyses



ACL Key Research Priorities

(Or, What Do We Want to Know?)

• What is a “high-quality” programs?  What are the unique 
features, and how is it measured?

• How to ensure our programs integrate equity and inclusion?

• How can we increase the use of data-driven, evidence-
informed, and person-directed approaches?

• What works in Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Prevention?



Questions or Comments?

Contact: Stephanie Whittier Eliason
Elder Rights Team Lead, OEJAPS

Email: Stephanie.whittiereliason@acl.hhs.gov

mailto:Stephanie.whittiereliason@acl.hhs.gov



